WORD STUDY ON ~lv 





	The root ~lv and its cognates occur around 760 times in the OT. Two words from this group may be misunderstood due to their common English translations: (1) the adjective ~lev' when modifying ble and (2) the noun ~wOlv'. In all 14 instances where ~lev' and ble are collocates, the AV translates ~lev' as “perfect.”� The English word “perfect,” which denotes flawlessness or completion, lacks the sense of “fully committed” which ~lev' has when in collocation with ble. Of the 236 occurrences of ~wOlv' (LXX: eirhnh), the AV normally translates it as “peace.” In English, “peace” may denote the absence of hostility, public security and order, or inner serenity; however, it lacks the sense of “well-being or prosperity” that ~wOlv' commonly denotes.


	~lev' (LXX: plhrhj (6x), teleioj (5x)) has three senses: (1) full, complete, (2) peaceable, and (3) fully committed (w. ble). In sense one it modifies iniquity (Gen. 15:16), measuring devises (Deu. 25:15), stones (1 Kgs. 6:7), a payment (Ruth 2:12), and captivity (Amo. 1:6). Sense two occurs one time as a descritpion of the Shechemites (Gen. 34:21). Sense three occurs only with ble and is derived from its mundane/secular use in 1 Chronicles 12:38, “All these men of war . . . came to Hebron with a perfect heart, to make David king over all Israel.” These men were fully committed to make David the king, i.e., their minds were made up. The result and/or evidence of a perfect heart is obedience to God’s Word (2 Kgs 20:3; 1 Chron. 29:19).


	Of the multiple senses of ~wOlv', “well-being” is seen most clearly in the formula “to ask concerning one’s peace.” In Genesis 29:6 Jacob inquires of Laban’s well-being, “Is he well?”(Al ~Alv'h]; LXX: u`giainei), and the sheepherders respond “He is well” (~Alv') (cf. Gen. 43:27; 1 Sam. 17:18). When applied to a community, ~Alv' may mean “prosperity” (( hb'wOj; Deu. 23:7; Ezra 9:7). The phrase “covenant of peace” denotes a special relationship with God that extends this prosperity beyond the material and into the spiritual realm (Num. 25:2; Isa. 54:10; Eze. 24:25; 37:26).


	1 Kings 15:3 contrasts Solomon who lacked a “perfect” heart toward the Lord with David whose heart was perfect: “And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father.” To the English reader, this description seems inconsistent with the record of David’s great sins. However, David’s total commitment to Yahweh as the one true God never wavered or shifted to other gods as did his son’s; therefore, his heart was “perfect” with the Lord. 2 Chronicles 16:9 is significantly illumined by this understanding of ~lev' as well: “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.” Rather than limiting His help to those who are sinlessly perfect or even faultless, this verse teaches that God is seeking to demonstrate His strength on behalf of those who are wholeheartedly committed to Him, faulty though they may be.


	Understanding that “peace” can mean well-being or prosperity, sheds light on the significance of verses such as “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Psa. 122:6), and “For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee” (Pro. 3:2) (cf. Isa. 57:18-19; Mic. 3:5; Zech. 8:12).  It is probably in the sense of peace as the spiritual prosperity resulting from a proper relationship with God that the Messiah is called the “Prince of peace” (Isa. 9:6), and His sufferings are described as the “chastisement for our peace” (Isa. 53:5).


Sources: NIDOTTE, ISBE, “Peace”; ISBE2, “Peace,” “Perfect”; TDNT, THAT, TLOT, ABD, IBD, TWOT, SOT, ZPEB, SV, “Peace”; NIDNTT, Durham, “~wOlv' and the Presence of God,” in Proclamation and Presence.





		A. Philip Brown, II








This study is, in my opinion, a very cursory one.  I have not sufficiently dealt with the concept of Yahweh as the source of peace, the relationship of peace and righteousness, justice, 








