Romans 6
The Believer’s Relation to Sin
The facts:

1. We died to sin (6:2)

· Therefore we cannot still live (za,w) or abide (evpime,nw) in sin.

2. We need no longer be slaves of sin since our old man has been crucified. (6:6)

3. Our death to sin means we have been emancipated (dedikai,wtai) from sin. (6:7)

The response:

1. We are to be considering ourselves dead to sin. (6:11)

2. We are to stop allowing sin to rule/reign in our mortal body, which reign results in our obedience to its desires. (6:12)

3. We are to stop presenting our members as tools to perform the unrighteous deeds of sin. (6:13)

More Facts:

1. Sin will not rule us, because we are not under law but under grace. (6:14)

2. Being under grace is not a license to sin. (6:15)

3. We have been set free from slavery to sin, and have become slaves to righteousness/God (6:18, 22)




The Sinner’s Relation to Sin
1. He is alive to sin (6:2)

2. He is a slave to sin (6:6, 17)

3. Sin rules in his mortal body (6:12)

4. He presents his members to sin as tools to do its unrighteous deeds (6:13, 15)

5. He presents his members as slaves to uncleanness and iniquity (6:19)

6. He is “free” from righteousness (6:20)

7. He has shameful fruit, that issues in death (6:21)

The Believer’s Relation to Righteousness & Holiness
1. We are to be presenting our members to God as tools to do righteous deeds (6:13)

2. We are to be presenting ourselves as servants to obey righteousness (6:16)

3. We were enslaved (evdoulw,qhte) to righteousness, when freed from sin (6:18)

4. We are to be presenting our members as servants to righteousness unto (eivj) holiness. (6:19)

5. As servants of God, the fruit we produce is holiness, which issues in eternal life (6:22)

Romans 7
I.
The relationship of the law to those in the flesh (7:1-6)

“In the Flesh” Living

1. A state prior to salvation (7:5; cp. 8:9) 

2. The law arouses the passions of sin (7:5)

3. The passions of sin so aroused produce a deadly fruit (7:5)

Post “In the Flesh” Living
1. We have been put to death & released from the law (7:4, 6)

2. We now are serving in newness of spirit and not in oldness of letter (7:6)

II.
The law and sin

1. The law teaches sinners what sin & covetousness is (7:7)

2. Sin having taken an opportunity through the law produces covetousness (7:8)

3. Sin was dead (appeared inactive) apart from the law (7:8)

4. Sin revived when the law came (7:9)

5. The law whose purpose was life resulted in death (h` evntolh. h` eivj zwh,n( au[th eivj qa,naton) (7:10)

6. Sin having taking advantage of the law, deceives and through the law, slays. (7:11)

7. Sin’s use of the law, which is holy, just, and good, to produce (reveal) spiritual death in us shows the exceeding sinfulness of sin (7:12-13)

III.
Romans 7:7-14

1. Context:  In Rom. 7:7-13, Paul has been describing the relationship of sin and the law in the life of the unregenerate individual.  

· Supported by previous context. “when we were in the flesh”

· Supported by use of past indicative verbs.

This relationship is one of initial ignorance of one’s spiritual deadness, then the Law’s requirements enlighten us, by showing us our inability to meet the law’s demands.  Rom. 7:14-25 are a description of Paul’s failing attempts to meet the laws demands.

1. In Rom 7:14 he describes himself as one having been sold under sin (pepra,menoj perfect), and therefore still being owned by sin.  An owner is a master.  Thus in this verse Paul depicts himself as a slave of sin.

2. The law of sin in Paul’s members produces the following results:

· He does what he hates (15)

· He does what he doesn’t want to do (16)

· There is a desire to do right, but no power (18)

· The law of sin is resisting the law of his mind (23)

· He is a captive of the law of sin (23)

· He is a divided person: His mind serves God, but his flesh serves the law of sin. (25)

3. A person cannot serve two masters.  The reality of v. 25 is that Paul is serving sin, despite his mental desire to serve God.

Romans 8

1. The believer has been freed from the law of sin and death (8:2)

2. God, by sending his son in the likeness of sinful flesh and because of sin, condemned sin in the flesh in order that

3. the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who are walking according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh.

Problems:

1. Paul’s use of the present tense.  Answer: Paul is using the historic present for vividness of presentation.  

2. The historic present normally occurs in narrative. Answer:  Genre observations can only be descriptive, not prescriptive.  That the historic present normally occurs in narrative literature does not preclude its use in an epistle.

3. “Delighting in the law of God after the inward man.”  Answer: any Pharisee would have said that he delighted in the law of God in his heart.  But as an awakened sinner, Paul still found that he did wrong despite his desire to do right.

4. Many Christian’s find a similar struggle with sin in their life.  Answer:  There is no dispute as to whether believers struggle with indwelling sin.  The point is: Is this passage Paul’s personal testimony as a believer – that sin leads him captive and his practice is characterized by slavery to sin?  My exegetical conclusion is no. 

Conclusion:

A man cannot be free from sin and a slave of sin.  A man cannot be God’s slave and Sin’s slave.  The language of Romans 7:14-25 stands in direct antithesis to the assertions of Romans 6 concerning the believer’s emancipation from slavery to sin.  Therefore, 7:14-25 is a continuation of the description of an unregenerate person’s relation to sin and the law begun in 7:1-13.  

In the flow of Romans 6-8, Romans 6 enunciates the believer’s relationship to sin because of his co-crucifixion and resurrection with Christ.  The entirety of Romans 7 serves as a description of the relationship of a sinner to the law, the interaction of indwelling sin and the law, and the experiential struggle of a sinner awakened to the demands of God’s law, but unable to do on his own what the law demands because of his slavery to indwelling sin.  Romans 8 reiterates that the believer has been freed from the law of sin and death that was under consideration in ch. 7, but goes on to inform believers that since they are no longer “in the flesh” they are obligated, not to the flesh, but to live according to the Spirit.  Living according to the Spirit, involves a continual putting to death of the deeds of the body (=flesh).

