WORD STUDY ON [vr 





	The root [vr and its cognates occur 345 times in the OT and form a signifi�cant component of the OT vocabulary for sin. The [vr word-group has three senses: (1) “non-conformity to a standard” ([v;r,, [v'r'), or “to act in non-conformity to a standard” (qal of [vr), (2) “guilty” or “to be guilty” (qal of [vr), and (3) “to pronounce one to be guilty, to condemn” (hif. of [vr). The first sense may be subdivided depending on the referent of the stan�dard: if the standard is a civil law, a [vr is a criminal; if the standard is God’s law, a [vr is a wicked person. The English word-group which most frequently translates this word is “wicked, wickedness.” “Wicked” denotes that which is “evil by na�ture and in practice,” or “vicious, depraved” (Am. Her. Dict.), and adequately conveys the sense in which [vr is normally used. However, “wicked,” apart from slang usage, is lim�ited to the domain of negative morality, whereas [vr may be applied to inanimate objects or actions in a sense of “a lack of conformity to a standard.”


	The noun [v;r,, probably the broadest OT term for sin (note its varied translations in the LXX: anomoj( a`martia( adikia( asebeia( ktl)), denotes that which fails to conform to a standard, whether in the realm of civil law (Ecc. 3:16) or in the realm of ethics (Deu. 9:27). As an ethical concept it is parallel to tajx (Deu. 9:27), [vp (Psa. 37:38), dgb (Pro. 2:22), !w[ (Jer. 14:20), and hlw[ (Hos. 10:13). The ad�jective [v'r'i, used as a substan�tive, is the most frequent OT word for a sinner (LXX: a`martwloj). Support for sense one is found in the regular juxtaposition of [vr and qdc as opposites (52x in Proverbs). If an object or action is qd,c,, it conforms to a given standard. In Leviti�cus 19:36 Yahweh re�quires “righteous” scales to be used in commerce. In Genesis 38:26, Judah describes the harlotrous Tamar as more “righteous” than himself, thereby indicating that she was closer to the standard of right than he was. In contrast to this, if an object or action is [v'r', it does not conform to the standard. In Micah 6:11 Yahweh asks, “Shall I count them pure with balances of wickedness, and with the bag of deceitful weights?” Clearly, balances cannot be morally per�verse; in this verse wickedness must refer to scales that have been altered so that they no longer conform to the appropriate measuring standard.


	Understanding “righteous” and “wicked” as terms that may designate con�formity to a standard or the lack thereof helps to clarify verses such as Ecclesiastes 7:16-17, “Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why should�est thou destroy thyself? Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?” Solomon is not advising a person not to be too good or too bad. He is rather counseling him not to be so rigidly bound to his own standards that he cannot be flexible (“over much righteous”), and at the same time not be so flexible that he does not have a standard or never adheres to one (“over much wicked”). Understanding that, whereas “wicked” often connotes extreme badness or evil, [vr designates all those who are not in conformity to God’s standard of righteousness, regardless of the degree of their deviation from it (Eze. 21:3-4), should enable the interpreter to apply to “good” sinners scriptural statements about the wicked that he might otherwise feel would be inapplicable.
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