 Book Study on Malachi





Introduction: Malachi prophesied sometime during the mid-fifth century B. C. to the Jews who had returned from exile in Babylon. They had rebuilt the temple amid high hopes of revived national prosperity, but as time wore on, with the continued domi�nance by the Persians and opposition from regional enemies, their enthusiasm for the Lord wore off.  Unanswered prayers and prosperous sinners made God’s love seem withdrawn, His justice absent, and sacrificial rituals a drudgery. In the midst of this spiritual malaise God calls Israel to repent and return to Himself.  Through a series of Divine assertions, human questions, and Divine responses, God reveals His greatness, Israel’s spiritual blindness and faithlessness, and the coming judgment.





Theme:  God’s concern for the glory of His name





The character of God


God’s greatness


God’s primary concern in all of his dealings with men has always been that His name be glorified. In contrast to the ancient near eastern concept of deities whose power is bounded by national or regional borders, the Lord is great in power beyond the borders of Israel (1:5). Surpassing even this, God’s greatness is universal in scope (1:11 – “from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the nations”), for He is a great king (1:14).


God’s greatness is emphasized throughout Malachi by the constant use of His title “LORD of hosts.” It occurs 23 times.


God’s greatness requires two responses from men.


Respect (1:7, 14; 2:5; 3:16; 4:2)


Purity (1:11 –  “. . . a pure offering, for my name is great”)


God’s love


God’s electing love for Israel is asserted in 1:2, and demonstrated by the implicit contrast with the Lord’s treatment of Edom who was not chosen by God (1:3-4).


God’s faithfulness


The faithfulness of God is shown in four ways.


In God’s loyalty to His covenants in contrast to Israel’s faithlessness to her covenants (2:8, 11, 14). 


In the immutability of God (“I the LORD do not change” – 3:6).


In God’s promise of judgment for the purpose of purifying His people.  Instead of destroying them, in faithfulness to His covenant, He will restore them (3:2-4).


In God’s call to repentance and His promise of blessing (3:7-10).


God’s justice


The justice of God, though questioned by Israel, is clearly revealed in His  promise of judgment upon the wicked (3:5, 4:1).


The sin of Israel


Dishonoring the Lord’s name


Israel’s primary offense against the Lord was not formality in worship, but dishonoring His name by


Offering polluted food [blemished, imperfect sacrifices] (1:7, 8, 13, 14).


Despising the Lord’s table (1:7).


Complaining that serving God is boring and a weariness (1:13).


Denying that it is profitable to serve the Lord (3:14).


Breaking her covenants


The seriousness of Israel’s treachery is highlighted by the repetitious use of bagad (2:10,11, 14, 15, 16) which signifies the betrayal of another’s trust through the violation of an agreement.


The priests’ covenant with the Lord (2:1-8)


God had established a covenant of life and peace with Levi, for which reverence was due God’s name (2:5). Priests were to teach the people righteousness and holiness (2:6-7), but the postexilic priests had ceased to be the messenger God ordained them to be (2:7), turned from God’s way (2:8), caused the people to stumble, and corrupted the covenant of Levi (2:8).


The people’s covenant with the Lord (2:11-12)


As the spiritual leaders go, so go the people (2:8).  Israel had again broken her spiritual covenant with God and become idolatrous (2:11).  As a result, all manner of wickedness was practiced.


Shoddy and careless worship (1:8, 13, 14)


Sorcery, adultery, false swearing, oppression of laborers, widows, and orphans (3:5)


Failure to fear God (3:5)


The people’s covenants with their wives (2:13-16)


Broken spiritual covenants led to broken marriage covenants.


Denying God’s love, goodness, and justice


Israel denigrated the Lord by denying his love (1:2) and his goodness (3:13-15), and wearied Him with their denials of His justice (2:17).


The divine response to Israel


Judgment and blessing in the day of the Lord


A day is being prepared (3:2, 17; 4:1, 3, 5) in which God will dishonor those who have dishonored Him (2:2-3, 9), and will destroy the arrogant wicked (3:5, 13, 15; 4:1, 3).


In contrast to the destruction promised to the wicked, there is great honor for those who have feared the Lord and reverenced his name (3:16-18).  They will be God’s segullah, His special possession or treasure (3:17) (cf. Craigie, Deuteronomy, 179).


A call to repentance


Despite Israel’s repeated faithlessness, God’s unchanging loyalty (3:6) moves Him to offer her mercy by calling her to repent for robbing Him of the tithes and offerings (3:7-9).  Blessing is offered to those who will repent (3:10-12). Note the word-play on shub in 3:7 and 4:6.


A call to remember


In order for their repentance to be genuine they needed to focus their minds (zakar) upon the word of God (4:4).


A promise of restoration


Of the priesthood


In contrast to the corrupted priest-messengers of Israel (2:7), God will send the  messenger of the covenant to purify Levi (3:1). The greatness of God’s name demands purity in worship (1:11); therefore, God will purify the priesthood so that they will offer pleasing offerings to the Lord (3:2-4).


Of the people


Repentance brings restoration both physically (3:11-12) and spiritually (4:5-6).
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