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I.	Guilt ~ Concluding Principles


___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________


II.	Romans 13 and the Laws of the Land





(NAS) 1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist have been established by God.


 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.


 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;


 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.


 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake.





What is the foundational principle for the believer’s relationship to governing authorities (v. 1)? _______________________________


According to this passage, are there any authorities in existence that God did not establish? _______________________________


According to verse 2, if a person resists the authorities, who else is he resisting? __________________


If you don’t want to fear authorities, what should you do (v. 3)? 


______________________________________________________


What does Paul say the authority is in verse 4? _________________


What does this “minister of God” do? ________________________


______________________________________________________


Paul gives two reasons that is it necessary to be in subjection to authorities.  What are they (v. 5)? 


___________________       ___________________


What does “wrath” mean in v. 5? ___________________________


______________________________________________________


What does “conscience” mean in v. 5? _______________________


______________________________________________________


Application:  What application does this passage have to our obedience to speed limit laws in the United States?


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


III. 	Dating


Two Christian young people were getting acquainted for the specific purpose of finding out if the other was a potential life partner.  After the first conversation she was elated that he had made the effort to call her sight-unseen and that the conversation had gone so smoothly. He didn’t call again for 4 weeks, and she wondered if he had fallen into a well. Then the second call came. A week and a half later he called again.  Both conversations went quite well and her interest increased significantly. She waited and weeks elapsed without a phone call. . . .


	After the first conversation, the young man’s feelings were mixed: he enjoyed talking with her, but some spiritual issues in her life concerned him. His spiritual advisors counseled him not to make a decision based on one conversation. His two further conversations confirmed both feelings: he liked talking with her, but certain areas of spiritual immaturity concerned him sufficiently that he felt he should not continue the relationship. On top of that, he had no sense that God was directing him to pursue the relationship.


	. . . finally she called him to find out what was going on.  What biblical principles should guide his response? and what should he tell her?











