7	Pursuing Holiness


Lesson 3





Walking in the Spirit: The Key to Sanctification





Memory Passage: Gal. 5:16  “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit and you will by no means fulfill the lusts of the flesh.”





II.	The Need for Walking in the Spirit


The primary problem with this section of our material is its interpretation of Romans 7:14-25.  To whom does the lesson say this passage refers?  


(A) a sinner    (B) a saved person   (C) an entirely sanctified person.





Under the section The ongoing struggle the lesson gives two reasons for interpreting this passage as a statement about Paul’s personal experience as a believer.  What are they?


1. _____________________________________________________


2. _____________________________________________________





Context is always the most important factor in interpretation.  If we are going to understand Romans 7:14-25 properly, we need to understand what Paul has said before and after.





The Believer’s Relation to Sin according to Romans 6


6:2 _________________________________________________


6:6 _________________________________________________


6:7 _________________________________________________


6:14 ________________________________________________


6:15 ________________________________________________


We have been set free from slavery to sin, and have become slaves to righteousness/God (6:18, 22)


The Believer’s Relation to the law of sin according to Romans 8


8:2 ______________________________________________________





The Relation of the person in Romans 7:14-22 to sin


In Rom 7:14 he describes himself as one having been sold under sin and therefore still being owned by sin.  An owner is a master.  Thus in this verse Paul depicts himself as a slave of sin.





The law of sin in Paul’s members produces the following results:


7:15 __________________________________________________


7:16 __________________________________________________


7:18  There is a desire to do right, but no power 


The Relation of the person in Romans 7:23-25 to the law of sin


7:23a _________________________________________________


7:23b  He is a captive of the law of sin


7:25  __________________________________________________





Compare 7:25 and 8:2.  Is it possible for a person be enslaved to the law of sin and at the same time be free from the law of sin? _____________





Dealing with Objections:





Q: Paul’s use of the present tense.  Answer: Paul is using the historic present for vividness of presentation.  This is a common technique used when telling a personal experience.


Q: The historic present normally occurs in the Gospels and not in the epistles. Answer:  Genre observations can only be descriptive, not prescriptive.  That the historic present normally occurs in narrative literature does not mean it cannot be used in an epistle.


Q: How can a sinner “delight in the law of God after the inward man.”  Answer: any Pharisee would have said that he delighted in the law of God in his heart.  But as an awakened sinner, Paul still found that he did wrong despite his desire to do right.


Q:  Don’t many Christians find a similar struggle with sin in their life.  Answer:  There is no dispute as to whether believers struggle with indwelling sin.  The point is: Is this passage Paul’s personal testimony as a believer – that sin leads him captive and his practice is characterized by slavery to sin?  The answer is emphatically no!





Conclusion:





A man cannot be free from sin and a slave of sin.  A man cannot be God’s slave and Sin’s slave.  The language of Romans 7:14-25 stands in direct opposition to the assertions of Romans 6 concerning the believer’s emancipation from slavery to sin.  Therefore, Romans 7:14-25 is a continuation of the description of an unregenerate person’s relation to sin and the law begun in 7:1-13.  


In the flow of Romans 6-8, Romans 6 explains the believer’s relationship to sin because of his co-crucifixion and resurrection with Christ.  All of Romans 7 serves as a description of the relationship of a sinner to the law, the interaction of indwelling sin and the law, and the struggle of a sinner awakened to the demands of God’s law, but unable to do on his own what the law demands because of his slavery to indwelling sin.  


Romans 8 again says that the believer has been freed from the law of sin and death that was under consideration in ch. 7, but goes on to inform believers that since they are no longer “in the flesh” they are obligated, not to the flesh, but to live according to the Spirit.  Living according to the Spirit, involves a continual putting to death of the deeds of the body (=flesh).














