24	Pursuing Holiness


Lesson 13





Trusting God’s Daily Care 


Memory Verse: Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.





What areas of life are exempted from this command not to worry?


______________________________________________________


II.	God’s Willingness to Care for His People


Please write down at least five ways God has providentially worked in your life. Consider the following areas: perfect timing of events, sufficient provision for your needs, unplanned arrangement of events in your life, and direct answers to prayer. Plan to share at least one of these with the class.


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________





The heavenly Shepherd – Psalm 23


This is perhaps one of the most comforting, reassuring passages of Scripture in the Bible. We have the Most High God, Jesus the Christ Himself as the Shepherd of our souls.  The lesson picks out three aspects of His shepherding.  What are they?


_______________________


_______________________


_______________________


Spend 5 minutes meditating on the biblical metaphor: We are sheep; God is our shepherd.  What is significance of the Bible calling us “sheep”?  Consider the following verses in your meditation, besides Psalm 23: Ps. 79:13; Ps. 95:7; Ps. 100:3; Isa. 53:6.





Write your thoughts here: ____________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________





On page 133, the lesson urges us to meditate for a moment on Proverbs 3:5-6. We all know this passage, but it deserves our frequent thought.


Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 


and lean not to your own understanding�In all your ways know Him;�And He shall direct your paths.


Note particularly how verse six is translated here. This is a more literal translation than the AV’s “acknowledge him,” and I would suggest that it captures more precisely Solomon’s meaning. 


Throughout all of the Old Testament to “know God” is the essence of true religion and, for that matter, life.  Take the time to read these verses: 1 Chron. 28:9; Jeremiah 9:23; 22:16; 31:34. In the NT: John 17:3.


When Solomon said, “In all your ways know him,” he was saying that we must consciously make our relationship with God a pare of every aspect of our lives.  Then it is that God can and will direct us in all of the details of living.





The heavenly Judge


The injustice in the world really bothers some people.  Should it bother us?  Is it acceptable for Christians to have a “Hey, that’s the way life is” attitude about injustice?


What Biblical principles can you think of that apply to this question?


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________





What should the fact that God is the judge, do for us – in our thinking? in our living?  See 1 Pet. 1:17; Heb. 10:26-31; 1 Cor. 4:5; Rom. 2:16


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________





The heavenly Father


Because God is our Father, what does Jesus say we are to do in Matt. 6:25-32?


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________





What does the phrase “take no thought” in this passage mean? What doesn’t it mean?


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________











