
1

Background & History of GBS 
in Cincinnati

UC

GBS

Basic area 
GBS

occupies

Map of Religion
simplified

MonotheismMonotheism

Judaism Christianity Islam

Map of Christianity
simplified

ChristianityChristianity

Roman 
Catholic

Eastern
Orthodoxy

Anglican/
Protestant

Map of Methodism
simplified

Anglican/Anglican/
ProtestantProtestant

Methodism

Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America

English Methodism
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John Wesley “Holy Club” Rules

1. Am I creating the impression that I am better than I am?
2. Am I honest in all my acts and words?
3. Am I break confidence -- tell others' secrets?
4. Am I a slave to dress, friends, work, habits?
5. Can I be trusted?
6. Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?
7. Did God's Word live in me today?
8. Am I enjoying my prayer time? 
9. When was the last time I shared my faith? 
10.Do I pray about the money I spend?
11.Do I go to bed on time and get up on time?

“Holy Club” Rules 

12. Do I disobey God in anything?
13. Do I have an uneasy conscience?
14. Am I defeated in any part of my life?
15. Am I jealous, impure, critical, touchy, irritable, or 

distrustful?
16. Am I proud?
17. How do I spend my spare time?
18. Do I thank God that I am not like others?
19. Is there anyone I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, 

disregard or resent?
20. Do I grumble and complain?
21. Is Christ real to me? 

Field Preaching on Father’s Tomb

Methodist Episcopal Methodist Episcopal 
Church in AmericaChurch in America

Wesleyan-
Methodist

1840s

Free Methodist
1860s

The Methodist 
Church
1939

United Methodist 
Church
1968

The Wesleyan 
Church
1968

Conservative 
Holiness 
Churches 

1960s

Monotheism

Christianity

Anglican-Protestant

Methodism

Holiness Movement

God’s Bible School
Holiness Movement 
Location

Philip
Typewriter
Provided basic background about Wesley
and his passion for holiness of heart and life

Philip
Typewriter
Noted Wesley's innovations in England and 
American circuit riders similar innovation

Philip
Typewriter
Noted holiness movement spans all segments
of Methodism
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Holiness Movement Emphases

1. Personal evangelical conversion
2. The sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in 

believers’ lives – “entire sanctification” –
that empowers for service and purifies 
from inward sin.

3. Divine healing of the sick
4. The “personal and imminent return” of 

Jesus Christ to establish His kingdom on 
the earth.

God's Bible School & Missionary Training Home
was founded in 1900 by Martin Wells Knapp. 

Perspective on Culture

• Affluence, prestige, & enculturation 
leading to spiritual drift from holiness of 
heart and life.
– Waning emphasis on personal conversion 

and disciplined piety
– Withdrawal from sacrificial ministry to the poor 

and disenfranchised

Knapp’s Goals in Starting GBS

• Back to the Bible
• Training missionaries for evangelism
• Proclaiming holiness of heart and life
• Extending God’s love to the poor and 

needy

• Lithograph used by 
Knapp

• Illustrates well the 
overarching 
perspective Knapp 
had on the need for 
salvation and 
holiness.

Philip
Typewriter
This reflects Knapp and other 19th c. Holiness
Leader's perspective on contemporary culture.
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Early Faculty & Oswald Chambers

Charles and Lettie Cowman, missionaries and founders 
of the Oriental Missionary Society (OMS International)

1905 
students and faculty prepare for city-wide street meetings M.G. Standley served as president from 1911 until 1950. 

Philip
Typewriter
Spent time explaining the aspects of this picture
of humanity's lostness apart from Christ.

Philip
Typewriter
Noted that the "holiness heights" are entered 
through the gateway of abandonment and faith.
Reflects the two levels of Christian living view of
mainstream holiness movement in late 19th c.
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“Ten Boys of Japan”

GBS students who 
in 1917 spent 
more than a 
year delivering 
Bible portions 
and tracts to 
every home in 
Japan.

Thanksgiving Dinner of 1922. Cincinnati's poor participated 
in a simple evangelistic service before partaking of the 
sumptuous feast. 

GIs of the Cross

Sgt. Alvin York (WWI fame)

Court appointed 
president

1950-1961

1961-1965 1965-1975

Lloyd R. Day E. G. Marsh Samuel Deets

Period of Indebtedness

Philip
Typewriter
Picture of children at the 1922 Thanksgiving Dinner
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E-Day 1969

1975 Hamilton 
County Court 
transfers control of 
school to alumni 
association 

19751975--19951995

Dr. Bence MillerDr. Bence Miller
• Expanded Facilities
• Built student body to 

c. 300
• School accredited 

nationally
• Incurred heavy debt

• Removed debt
• Revitalized campus
• Regionally accredited
• Positioning for 

initiation of Seminary

19951995--

Dr. Michael AveryDr. Michael Avery
Current Ministries

• Missions on Vine and Main Streets
• Ministry to inmates in Justice Center
• Bible clubs for inner-city children
• Nursing home ministries
• Teens of Power – tutoring academically 

challenged inner-city teens 
• Prayer stations
• Street witnessing teams
• College choir and orchestra tours
• Youth Camp ministries
• Drama teams


