Closing Challenge
Have you committed yourself to loving God with all your heart (inner person), all your soul (total person), and all your strength (utmost capacity)?

Are there any reservations in your love for Christ?

Suggestion: Memorize the definition of loving God given in today’s lesson




Loving God:

The Primary Principle of Spiritual Transformation


Loving God Totally

What is at the heart of spiritual transformation?

Jesus gives us the answer to this question in Matthew 22:34-40

34 But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
I.
The Most Important Commandment 

· According to Jesus, what is the most important command God has 

ever given us? _________________________________________

· What OT passage does Jesus quote as the greatest command? 

________________________________

· heart = 
________________________________

· soul = 
________________________________

· might = 
________________________________

Note: Jesus use of ‘heart, soul, and mind’ in Matt 22, or ‘heart, soul, mind, and strength’ Luke 10:27 are interpretive quotes of Deut. 6:5 indicating that every part of one’s being must be committed to loving God.

· What OT passage contains the 2nd greatest command? __________

What does Jesus mean when he says, “On these two command​-

ments hang all the law and the prophets”?
____________________

______________________________________________________

II.
What Does It Mean to Love God Totally?

· If you were going to explain what it means to love God, what 

would you tell someone?
__________________________________

______________________________________________________

Suggested Definition

To love God is to self-sacrificially commitment oneself to delight in Him, to rejoice in serving Him, to desire continually to please Him, to seek our happiness in Him, and to thirst day and night for a fuller enjoyment of Him.

A.
Loving God Requires Total Commitment

· How does God tell Israel He may test their love in Deut. 13:1-4?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

· How does a false prophet enticing Israel to serve other gods test 

their love?
_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

When God commands us to love Him, He is commanding total commitment.  No rivals for our affection. No reservations in our commitment.

· What things have been rivals for your commitment to God? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

· What is it that entices you to less than total love for God? 
_______

______________________________________________________

· What do you need to do to maintain your total commitment to 

God? 
_________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

B.
Loving God involves sacrifice

· What sacrifices does Jesus say may be involved in loving Him 

(Matthew 10:37-39)?
____________________________________

______________________________________________________

· How can you tell if you love God more than you love anyone or 

anything else? 
__________________________________________

______________________________________________________

· How does Paul view the sacrifices he has had to make because of 

his love for God (Phil. 3:8-9)?
______________________________

______________________________________________________

· Why does Paul feel the way he does about his sacrifices 

(Phil. 3:8)?
____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

· What have you had to sacrifice to maintain your love commitment 

to Christ?
______________________________________________

· How have you viewed the sacrifices you have made for God?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

· What positive steps do you need to take toward viewing sacrifice for the Lord the way Paul did?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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