Loving Others When They Sin
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Introduction
Imagine the following scene: Mary has not seen Jane for several months. This morning they both are in church again. Mary has some exciting news she can’t wait to tell Jane the first time she sees her. After the pastors prays his final prayer, Mary spots Jane across the sanctuary headed out the door and hurries to try to catch up to her. Mary calls out to her, “Jane, Jane, just a minute!” But Jane sticks her nose up in the air and sails right out the door, without so much as a “Hello” or a turn of her head to Mary.


Mary can respond in one of two ways. If she does what many Christian do, she will say, “Well! If that’s the way she wants to act, then let her go! See if I share my news with her. She can come to me the next time; that will be the last time I go after her!” And so a friendship is ruined, the work of Christ is hindered as the body is weakened.


But if Mary responds biblically, she will not settle for that. Instead she will follow Jane into the parking lot and search her out. Suppose that she has done so. She says, “Jane! What’s wrong? I so was glad to see you that I ran to catch up with you and called to you, but you stuck your nose in the air and sailed out the door as if I didn’t even exist. I was really hurt. What’s wrong?”


Jane responds, “Oh, Mary! I’m so sorry! I didn’t have the faintest idea of what was happening. Let me explain. Just as the pastor began his final prayer, all the sudden my nose started to bleed. I didn’t have any tissues with me, and I was afraid that I was going to bleed all over my blouse. So I put my head back and rushed for my car as quickly as I could.” After a good laugh and a hug or two, Mary and Jane are reconciled.


This may sound like a silly scenario, but people have had their relationships damaged for years over things equally trivial. While the problem in this case was really only a perception problem, Mary would never have known that if she had not gone to Jane and asked her what the problem was. Consider these situations:

· Jill has heard that Sherry has been spreading false rumors about her marriage. The stories have begun to trickle to her, and she is crushed that her best friend would tell lies about her. Now she isn’t comfortable being around Sherry. She avoids talking with her if at all possible. What should she do?

· Don is pretty sure he saw Tim being dishonest in his work on the job. Tim professes a lot of grace, but what Don say him do really undermines his testimony. What should he do about it?


Jill & Don come to you and asks you what they should do. What are you going to tell them? This lecture explains the biblical principles for confronting interpersonal sin problems. 
 I.
God’s Paradigm: Reconciliation through Sacrificial Confrontation (Heb. 12:5-10)

Context:  The reasons for chastening are (1) wrong doing, i.e., sin; and (2) need for growth in Christlikeness.  The chastening appears to be suffering.

Illustration: Coach sees you need endurance, forces you to run more laps. Feels like you’re being punished, but you’re not. You’re being strengthened.

A.
God’s motive for confrontation

1. Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth 
2. 
Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.”  

B.
God’s manner of confrontation

1. 
Hebrews 12:7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?” 

2. God treats us as family. We are His children. He doesn’t disown us the minute we sin, but He deals with us as a father would a disobedient child: with chastening.

C.
God’s Purpose for Confrontation

1. Hebrews 12:8 —To confirm our sonship

But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.” 
+  If you are not convicted and chastened when you sin, you are not saved. The very thing we are tempted to view as proof positive that God doesn’t love us is, in fact, the proof that He does. 

2. Hebrews 12:10 — To help us grow in holiness
For they [our earthly fathers] verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.
+  Our human fathers disciplined us as they thought best, but God does it for our benefit so that we may share in His holiness.

D.
God’s method of confrontation 
God’s Method: God initiates the restoration process. 

· Col. 1:21 When we were alienated and enemies to God because of our wicked works, in love, He reached past our uplifted fist, touched us with His grace, and drew us to himself (Rom. 5:8; John 6:44). 

· Titus 2:11 He sent the grace which brings salvation to all men, enabling us to respond to the gospel. 

· Hebrews 12:5-6  The Father initiates the chastisement to bring about the reconciliation.

Natural /Fleshly Reaction: insist that they come to us for reconciliation. “I’ll forgive him, if he comes and asks my forgiveness.” 

II.
Our Responsibility: Reconciliation through Sacrificial Confrontation (Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1-3)

18:15 "If your brother sins [against you], go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. (KJV: trespass = a`marth,sh| = to sin)

18:16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED.
18:17 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
A.
What needs to be confronted?

1. Sin. not pet peeves; not personal convictions; but violations of God’s word.

2. Three categories of sin that must be dealt with

· Matt. 5:23-25 — sin you have committed against another

· Matt. 18:15; Luke 17:3-4 — sin someone has committed against you; you are wronged by an intentional or unintentional violation of God’s Word.

· Gal. 6:1 — sin in the life of a fellow believer

3. Matthew 7:1-4  Judge not ?


· Are you judging if you say somebody else has sinned? 

· Misuse: bludgeon to beat off any indictment of sin by those hiding sin; barrier to stop others from following  the biblical principle of confronting sin in fellow believers’ lives. 

· Biblical Examples of “Judging”:

· Jesus rebuked Peter (Mat. 16:23)

· Jesus excoriated the Pharisees for blatant hypocrisy (Mat. 23)

· Paul’s admonition to Titus to rebuke the Cretans sharply would be violating Jesus’ command (Tit. 1:13)

· Answer
Context: Matt. 
7:6 – don’t cast your pearls before swine. To know who the swine are requires that you exercise judgment about a person’s character.
7:15-18  -- you shall know them by their fruit. Bad fruit = bad tree.  We are to be fruit inspectors.

· John 7:24  “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” Righteous judgment – not based on outward appearance –  based on the objective and infallible standard of God’s Word. 

· If the Bible calls something sin, we are not violating Matt. 7 to call it sin.

·  The judging that is forbidden in Matthew 7 is judgment of someone’s motives, judg​ment of his heart’s condition before God, or judgment that is based on our own subjective standard rather than God’s Word.

Log & Splinter: Most of the things that irritate us about others are insignificant. We must make sure that those things which we want to correct in others’ lives are actually out of harmony with God’s Word, and not just our personal preferences. Note also that we do not have the option of ignoring our brother’s mote if we have logs in our eye. The command is to remove your logs first and then get about the business of helping our brother get the mote out.

B. 
Whom do we confront?

1. Matt. 18  Your brother

2. 1 Tim. 5:19-21  Spiritual leaders, have to have a minimum of 2 witnesses

3. Eph. 5:11 Unbelievers; motive is love, but purpose and method is different.

 “ratting or squealing,” i.e., telling on someone to get him in trouble. The biblical method for dealing with those who do wrong is personal confrontation for the purpose of restoration. Restoration is the process of getting him “out of trouble” or sin. Because of the law of sowing and reaping, a brother is “in trouble” with God the moment he sins. Your responsibility is to help get him “out of trouble” and be restored to usefulness to God. 

One of the few holdovers from kindergarten that follows us into college is the aversion to “tattle-tales.” Actually the Bible says, “If a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity” (Lev. 5:1). The “voice of swearing” is a phrase that refers to someone in authority (usually a judge) asking if anyone knows anything about some sin that has been committed. This verse makes it very clear that if you are asked whether you know anything about some wrongdoing, you are obligated by God to reveal what you know; otherwise you become a partner in the sin and are equally guilty before God. 

A key element to the answer is to remember that sin always affects more than just the persons involved. A student agreed to abide by the University’s policies. If he violates those policies, that is sin. If the sin violates a University policy, restoration involves confession to the appropriate authorities as well. Particularly in situations where a male student would be confronting a female, or vice versa, for sin that cannot be appropriately discussed between the two individuals, there is a responsibility to notify the appropriate authority.


There are times when someone is in sin and doesn’t want to get out. He may attempt to strong-arm someone who confronts him about his sin. In this case, one should report his sin to the authorities..

C. 
Who should do the confronting?

1. Mat. 18:15—The person offended (sinned against) 

2. Matt. 5:23-24 — Anyone who knows their brother has something against them 

This passage teaches that if you are coming to God and remember that your brother has something against you, i.e., for some reason, your fault or not, there is a unreconciled relationship in your life with which you have not dealt, then you are to leave your gift at the altar and first attempt to be reconciled to your brother. It may be that you caused the offense. This doesn’t mean that you wait for the offended brother to come to confront you about it. Whoever remembers the unreconciled relationship is responsible to deal with it.

3. Gal. 6:1 — Spiritually mature, Spirit-filled believers who see a brother overtaken in a sin. 

“ye who are spiritual,” = those who are walking in the Spirit’s control as described in Gal. 5:16-18, 22-26, and who are spiritually mature (1 Cor. 2:12-15). Thus there is some level of spiritual maturity necessary before you get involved in the restoration process of certain sins. Not all believers are spiritually prepared to be exposed to the level of temptation that may accompany confrontation of some moral sins.

To be “overtaken in a fault” means to fall prey to sin. This does not describe the pattern of this person’s life but is an isolated incident. As family members we have a re​sponsibility not just to stand on the sidelines and watch another member of the family be de​stroyed by sin. We must come to his aid, confronting his sin and restoring him to spiritual health.
D.
Why must we confront?

1.
The reasons we confront

· Sin damages their relationship with God. Sin is damaging, destructive, and ultimately damning.
Their prayers are hindered, “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18), 
their zeal for the Word diminishes, 
their desire for the fellowship of God’s people wanes.


Our focus in confronting sin is first and foremost to protect that person from the inevitable damage and destruction that sin will cause in his life. 
Galatians 6:7-8a says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.” Sin is a cancer that left alone will eventually destroy a life. 

ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever heard of a doctor saying to a cancer patient, “If you had come in a year ago, we could have treated you and you would have been saved from this cancer. It is too late now”? 

· Sin, left unconfronted and unconfessed, will destroy our relationships and eventually our lives. 

· 1 Corinthians 11:32, which we would do well to consider: “But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.”

· Sin provides an opportunity for you to stumble by holding a grudge or hating them. 

· Leviticus 19:17 'You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him.

· I.e., don’t become guilty of the sin of hating your brother, rebuke him. cf. the use of afn + l[ in Lev. 22:9; Num. 18:32.

· Sin damages the Body. 

· Attitude: That’s his problem. I’m not responsible for him.” 

· Romans 12:5 says, “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another” (cp. Eph. 4:25). We are part of each other. Imagine the eye saying, “I’m not responsible for if the hand hurts itself.”

· 1 Cor. 12:26-27—“And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular” Any time a part of the Body suffers, the whole Body suffers. Have you ever stubbed your big toe and been amazed at how much your whole foot hurt? The same is true for the Body of Christ.

· 1 Cor. 12:25—“That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another” We are to care for the other members of Christ’s Body just as we would our own body. 

· Sin is a destructive element in Christ’s Body. Unless the immune system kicks in to confront it, serious damage to other parts of the Body will result. God has designed personal confrontation of sin as the immune system for the Body of Christ.
· Confrontation is an issue of obedience to Christ. 
Jesus didn’t say if it bugs you badly enough, or if you feel like it, then confront your brother. Jesus gave a command. He said, “If your brother sins against you, go and reprove him.” There is no option or allowance for personal preference here; we must confront. God has set the pattern for us; we must follow.
2.
Our motive for confronting sin.

Application question:

· Have you been covering others’ sin, thinking that you were doing the loving thing?

· God confronts us because He loves us. 

· If we love our brother as Christ has loved us, we will be concerned enough about his spiritual health and usefulness in God’s kingdom that we will want to help restore him. 

· Love’s tolerance 

· 1 Corinthians 13 — love suffers long and is kind; it bears all things. Christlike love suffers injuries and doesn’t complain. It is willing to en​dure pain for others. Love for someone will enable you to have a great deal of tolerance toward his personality quirks and individual uniqueness. 

· 2 misused verses: 
Proverbs 10:12, “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins,” 
Proverbs 27:9, “He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends” (cp. 1 Pet. 4:8). These verses have been interpreted to mean that if we love someone, then we will overlook his sin, i.e., love puts up with and ignores other’s sin. 

· Proverbs 28:13, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Sin is not to be hid​den. Then what does it mean to “cover” sin? 

· Psalm 32:1  “Blessed is the man whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sin is cov​ered.” The word covered is used here synonymously with the verb to forgive. When you cover someone’s sins, you forgive him. The blessed man in Psalm 32:1 is one whose sins have been forgiven. The Bible never teaches us to sweep sin under the carpet. Sin must always be dealt with. The covering/forgiving of sin by love takes place after repentance and not before. Therefore these verses which speak of covering sin refer to forgiving sin after it has been repented of.
· Love’s Intolerance

· God’s love is a holy love. He will not tolerate sin in our lives. He doesn’t excuse it or overlook it. It must be dealt with — put under the cleansing blood of His Son. 

· Proverbs 27:5 gives the proper perspective: “Open rebuke is better than secret love.” “If a person’s love is genuine, he will not fear to tell his friend about a fault or to correct him. Actually, rebuking is preferable over hidden (literally “shut, or concealed”) love.”
 In other words, correcting your brother’s fault is an evidence of your Christlike love for him, whereas “just letting it go” is evidence that you have withdrawn your love from him. 

· “That sure goes against the grain!” The problem is that our “grain” is warped. It is naturally self-centered and self-protecting.* We don’t want other people unhappy with us. From a human perspective, risking damage to a friendship doesn’t appear to be the best option to take. There are many reasons why people resist prac​ticing biblical reconciliation through sacrificial confrontation.

· It appears revengeful.

· They are afraid of the pain / hassle / uncomfortableness of it.

· They are scared the other person will think they think they are better than him.

· They are afraid the other person will just say, “It’s none of your business. Get out of my life.”

· They say, “I don’t really know that person. How can I confront him about their sin?”

· They are afraid confronting others will totally destroy their relationship with him.

· They don’t understand the need for reconciliation or confrontation.

· Prov​erbs 28:23, “He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue.” Our wisdom is defective anytime it contradicts God’s wisdom. Anytime we decide that we know how to run our lives better than God does, we are making ourselves wiser than the Almighty. Put in that light we sure look foolish if we choose our own way. By focusing on the purpose of confrontation, most of these barriers should be removed.

3.
The purpose for confronting sin.

God’s Purpose: Heb. 12:10—He confronts our sin in order to cleanse us from it, to repair the break in our relationship with him, and that we might progress in holiness.

Our Purpose: Galatians 6:1 — our purpose for confronting sin must be to see our brother or sister restored to fellowship with God and/or ourselves.: “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”   cf. also Mat. 18:15 “gained your brother”

Restoration

restore –used to describe the mending of nets or the setting of broken bones. When a brother has sinned against you there is a break in the body. His sin damages your relationship. It damages him spiritually, and it will greatly impair his ability to minister for God effectively. Confrontation of that sin is necessary to bring healing to his life and to your relationship. Ignoring sin is like letting a broken bone go unmended. That part of the body will never function properly until that bone is reset.

Biblical confrontation

is a commitment

to get involved in someone’s life for the purpose of restoring him to

usefulness for God.

It is imperative that our purpose be that of resto​ration. We are not giving him a piece of our mind (which most can ill afford). We aren’t cutting him down to size. Neither are we swooping in, dropping our re​buke-bomb, and then beating it like mad so we don’t get caught in the shock wave. Confrontation is a commit​ment to get involved in someone’s life for the purpose of restoring him to usefulness for God.

E.
How do we confront?

1.
Our Attitude in Confronting Sin

Matthew 7 personal humility. With​out personal humility confrontation be​comes a scourge of pride. 

If a brother trespasses against us, it is highly probable that we are not completely guiltless. Some “plank” in our life may have been the trigger that brought on his offense against us. If this is true, we must first go and seek his forgiveness for our offense before anything can be done about his offense (Matt. 5:23-24).

When we see the planks in our own eyes and deal with those, we are much gentler with those who have specks in theirs. The fact that we have dealt with the planks in our own eyes doesn't mean that we don't have any other hidden planks in our eyes. Therefore, though all known areas of sin are dealt with, there may be others of which we are yet unaware. This knowledge should surely keep us humble.

Galatians 6:1 meekness. Meekness is a gen​tleness of attitude and behavior in contrast to harshness in one’s dealings with others.
 

Our confrontation must be characterized by humility — recognizing our own failings and weakness — and gentleness, both in tone of voice and in word choice.

2.
The method of our confrontation

Stage 1

“Go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone.” Most corrective relationships often break down at the “go” point. “Confrontation must be pre-prayed, pre-thought, and pre-planned. It should not be done impulsively or in anger.”
 

Person-to-person ‘between thee and him’

Private  ‘alone’
Verbal “tell him his fault” translates one word in the original. Trench describes this word as “to rebuke another with such effectual wielding of the . . . truth, as to bring him, if not always to confession, at least to a conviction of his sin.”
 If our confrontation is to convince our brother of his sin, then we need to have our presentation together.  

Since Love believes all things, our approach must be …

tentative – I could be wrong in my understanding of what happened. 

questioningly -- Did I see, hear, understand properly?  Not accusingly: “You sinned against me!”

wanting to believe the best – I always want to believe the best about you.

Example Statement 1, “It seemed to me that you said/did _______. I always want to believe the best of others, but it appears to me that you have violated God’s word in what you did. Is this true?” 

Examples Statement 2: “This is what I thought I saw/heard” (objective honesty). “Is that really what happened?” (gives him an opportunity to explain or confess). “Can I help you?” (shows that you love him). “What is your next step with God and your neighbor?” (encourages him to take responsibility for his actions, supported by your encouragement).

 By confronting in this manner, we do two things: 1) we give him the benefit of the doubt and allow him to correct our perception, and 2) we communicate our love and concern for him in the manner of our confrontation.

Once it is established that he has sinned, then we must plead, encourage, and help him to repent, showing him the sinfulness of sin and the damage it causes. If he repents, we forgive him. If the sin was only between you two, then the matter is finished. If it involves others, then you support him in confession and restitution.

Stage 2

After dealing on an individual level, if he refuses to listen or to acknowledge the sin, the next stage is to bring in one or two other individuals. They will serve as witnesses to your confrontation and will also appeal to the person to repent. It may be that the third party will decide that you are wrong about the matter you are confronting. In such a case you should ask forgiveness from the one you were dealing with and put the matter aside.

Stage 3

In the event that your brother should repent, then you forgive and cover the offense. It is highly unlikely that any interpersonal offense will ever be unresolved beyond the second stage. If it should be, the matter should then be brought before the whole church or the appropriate corporate, spiritual authority structure. If he continues to be unrepentant, then he is to be treated as a tax-gatherer and a Gentile, i.e., as a sinner. 

Why should we treat him this way? Not as punishment, but to shame him so that he may come to repentance. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians indicates that, if confrontation progresses to the point that the disobedient must be expelled from the church, there should be real mourning in the church for this person (1 Cor. 5:2).

III.
Our Response to Confrontation

Up to this point the focus has been our responsibility in restorative confrontation. Since we are not sinless, there will come a time in which we are on the receiving end of a rebuke. What is the biblical response to someone who is rebuking you?

A.
Receiving a rebuke


Consider the following key passages of Scripture that establish the proper response to rebuke:

· Psalm 141:5 — “Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.”

· Proverbs 9:8b — “Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.”

· Proverbs 13:18 — “Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.”

· Proverbs 15:5 — “A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent.”

· Proverbs 15:31 — “The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.”

· Proverbs 15:32 — “He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.”

· Proverbs 25:12 — “As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.”

· Proverbs 27:6 — “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”

 


A godly person considers rebuke a kindness, loves the one who rebukes, receives honor for receiving rebuke, and demonstrates wisdom and gains understanding in receiving a rebuke. Receiving a rebuke is hard. But it is for our good. If you have indeed sinned, you should repent and seek God’s forgiveness and the forgiveness of the one rebuking you. You should also thank him for having enough courage to confront you and for demonstrating his care for you by doing so.

B.
Preconditions for accepting a rebuke?


Is there any basis for demanding that no planks be in the eyes of the rebuker before we will accept his rebuke? No, the Bible does not say that we should accept a rebuke only from those who have first dealt with the logs in their own eyes. The carnal response to rebuke is, “Who does he think he is to rebuke me!?” People typically try to defend their behavior, but the wise man will accept correction from any source, for he desires to please God. 


Going beyond the issue of sin, if something you have done has damaged your relationship with someone, it also needs to be dealt with. Ask his forgiveness for unwittingly damaging the relationship, and seek his advice on how to remedy the situation. By responding in this fashion, you demonstrate an attitude of willing submission to be Christlike in all areas of your life.



Conclusion

When people come to talk to you about how someone has wronged them, instead of joining their pity party you should take it is an opportunity to share with them their biblical responsibility to confront that person and see him restored. Continuing from the introduction of lesson 6: 

Jill: “O.K. I see what the Bible says I should do. I need to confront Sherry, but where do I start? Just thinking about it scares me.” 

Answer: First you need to take time to ask God to examine you. Are there any logs in your eye that need to be removed? Have you contributed to the problem in any way? Do whatever spiritual “lumber-jacking” is necessary in your own life first. Second, pray and ask God to help you love Sherry and truly desire to see her restored to the fellowship with God that her lying has broken. Third, carefully plan what you are going to say so that you are not accusing but questioning when you approach her. When you confront her, make clear the wrong you think she has done. If she repents, forgive her and ask her how you can help her make it right with all the people she lied to. A public confession may be necessary if the offense has become common knowledge.


Your willingness to be involved in restoring others to usefulness in God’s kingdom is a measure of your love for them. It is also a measure of your obedience to God. People resist God’s plan for reconciliation in favor of their own techniques for one primary reason: they are considering their own happiness and rela​tional comfort to be of greater value than their brother’s life. They are not esteeming others as more valuable than them​selves. Do you love your brother enough to rescue him from the conse​quences of his sin? Do you be​lieve God’s Word is true when He says, “Open rebuke is better than secret love”?

Key Questions:

· Are there any unreconciled relationships in your life? — The people you avoid because of what they have done or said are the people with whom you need to be reconciled.

· If there are, go and be reconciled to your brother, whatever sin has damaged that relationship. 

· What is the first step you are going to take to put into practice the principles you have learned about reconciling your relationships?

· When do you intend to take that step?
� Adapted from Jay Adams, Handbook of Church Discipline.


� Eph. 5:11 may be practiced: (1) Through example (Matt. 5:16; 1 Pet. 4:4); (2) By verbally declining to be involved in sin when invited and explaining why if asked (Eph. 5:11); and (3) When in positions of authority, use your influence to support good and oppose evil (Rom. 13:3-4).


� Bible Knowledge Commentary.


� J. P. Louw and Eugene Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament.


� Don Baker, Beyond Forgiveness.


� Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament, 13.








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��	The farther we get into these lessons on interpersonal relationships, the more clearly we should understand why Paul says that love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:10). Love is also the primary force that stimulates us to treat others the way God treats us. If we truly love others, we will be keeping God’s law.
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