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Introduction

On the 7th of January 1855 the minister of New Park Street Chapel, Southwark, England opened his morning message with these words:


The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings, and the existence of the great God whom he calls his Father.


There is something exceedingly improving to the mind in contemplation of [God].  It is a subject so vast, that all our thoughts are lost in its immensity; so deep that our pride is drowned in its infinity. 


Oh there is, in contemplating Christ, a balm for every wound; in musing on the Father, there is a quietus for every grief... Would you lose your sorrow?  Would you drown your cares?  The go, plunge yourself in the Godhead's deepest sea; be lost in his immensity and you shall come forth .... refreshed and invigorated.


The young man who was preaching that morning was twenty years old.  His name was Charles Spurgeon.

Young man - your age – who had gotten a hold on the truth of Jeremiah 9:23-24. That the most significant thing that could ever be said about your life is that you “understand and know the Lord, who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness.”

This morning/afternoon/evening I am inviting you to engage your mind with me this morning in contemplating God’s concern for the glory of His name, and specifically God’s concern for the glory of His name in prayer.

Thesis: God wants the glory of His name to be our first priority in prayer.

What is God’s ‘glory’?

The word ‘glory’ may mean one of three things when referring to God

1. The unique excellence of His character

2. The visible manifestation of His uniquely excellent character

3. Praise for His uniquely excellent character

In the OT, God’s ‘name’ may refer among other things to (1) his character or (2) his reputation.

Illustration:  Make a name for yourself. 

When I say ‘the glory of God’s name’ I talking about His reputation, His reputation as the One who is uniquely excellent in His character.

The Centrality of God’s Concern for the Glory of His Name in everything He does:

In God’s dealings with Israel

Delivering them from Egypt

Psalm 106:8 Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known.

Ezekiel 20:9 But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt.

In not destroying them in the wilderness

Ezekiel 20:21 Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wilderness. 22 Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth.

In bringing Israel back from Babylonian captivity

Ezekiel 20:42 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. … Ezekiel 20:44 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have wrought with you for my name's sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

In predestination 

Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
In redemption

1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises [excellencies] of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
In Christ’s exaltation

Philippians 2:11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



The Significance of the Glory of God’s Name in prayer

God wants the glory of His name to be our first priority in prayer.

In asking for forgiveness

Psalm 25:11 For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great. 

Psalm 79:9 O God of our salvation, … purge away our sins, for thy name's sake.

How is God’s reputation glorified / enhanced by forgiving us?
· It shows how wonderfully merciful He is

· His love

· His kindness

· His longsuffering

God wants the glory of His name to be our first priority in prayer.

In asking for deliverance and help in times of trouble

Psalm 50:15 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 
Psalm 79:9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: 

Psalm 109:21 But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy name's sake: because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me.

How is God’s name/reputation glorified by delivering us?
· It displays His power

· Shows him to be the all sufficient deliverer

God wants the glory of His name to be our first priority in prayer.

Praying in Jesus’ name 

John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

God wants the glory of His name to be our first priority in prayer.

Praying “Hallowed be thy name”

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
What did Jesus mean when he said ‘hallowed by thy name’

Ezekiel 36:20 And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his land. 21 But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.
1. That God would act to demonstrate the unique excellence of His name, magnifying His name/reputation in the eyes of the world

2. That my actions would demonstrate the unique excellence of His name, magnifying His name/reputation in the eyes of the world

Conclusion

God wants the glory of His name to be our first priority in prayer.

Have you been following the pattern Jesus set for us?  Have you been making the glory of God’s name your first priority in prayer?
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The fact that God’s name is at the top of His pattern prayer-list reflects a truth about God: 





Praying that God’s name would be sanctified reflects a concern for God’s reputation. The very first thing God wants us to be concerned about in praying is His reputation, His name.  Not our name, what other people think about us, but His name, what other people think about Him.





How does a love for God and therefore for His reputation translate into how we actually pray?





We pray to the Father in Jesus’ name so that the Father may be glorified in His Son.  That means that 











